
    
 
 
 
 

GLOBAL FOREST SECTOR AND WORKERS: 

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS FOR PANDEMIC RECOVERY 
 

For Immediate Release 

October 8, 2020 – Earlier today, the global forestry advisory body to the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) released details on how sustainable forest management 

and forest products are well-positioned to drive a healthy, green, and inclusive recovery as we 

continue to face serious challenges related to COVID-19 around the world. 

In its statement released in Rome, Italy today, the Advisory Committee of Sustainable Forest-based 

Industries (ACSFI) referenced the essential role that forestry and forest products have played during 

the pandemic – and how they can help drive much-needed economic recovery. 

Derek Nighbor, President and CEO of Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) and President 

of the International Council of Forest and Paper Associations (ICFPA) released the following 

statement today: 

“This year has been incredibly difficult. Millions of lives have been forever changed – over 35 

million people sick, over 1 million lives lost, and economic devastation and pain for too many 

families and businesses around the world. 

It has forced all of us to think about how we can help in our communities, how we can better 

provide for our people, and how we can support growth and economic recovery that is good for 

the planet and leaves no one behind. 

ICFPA appreciates today’s statement by ACSFI to align with United Nations ambitions to build a 

prosperous, inclusive, and sustainable future that involves beating the virus, addressing climate 

change, and creating economic opportunities for workers and their families. 

The forest sector and its workers around the globe continue to embrace this call to action by 

delivering quality products with health and environmental benefits, practical solutions to lower our 

carbon footprint, and family-supporting jobs for our people. Today’s global statement confirms 

that we have an opportunity to be a part of the solution.” 

You can read the full ACSFI statement here: http://www.fao.org/forestry/industries/9530/en/ 
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The ICFPA serves as a forum of global dialogue, 

coordination and co-operation. Currently, the ICFPA 

represents 18 pulp, paper, wood and fibre-based 

associations that encompass 28 countries, including 

many of the top pulp, paper and wood producers around 

the world. 
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