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Introducing the Oribi:

Slender, graceful and timid, the 
Oribi (Ourebia ourebi) is one of 
South Africa’s most captivating 
antelope. Sadly, the Oribi’s 
future in South Africa is 
uncertain. Already recognised 
as endangered in South Africa, 
its numbers are still declining.

Oribi are designed to blend 
into their surroundings and are 
able to put on a turn of speed 
when required, making them 
perfectly adapted for life on 
open grassland plains.

South Africa’s most 
endangered antelope

Oribi fact file:
-  Height:   50 – 67 cm

-  Weight:       12 – 22 kg

-  Length:   92 -110 cm

-  Colour:    Yellowish to orange-brown back 

                         and upper chest, white rump, belly,

                         chin and throat. Males have slender

                         upright horns.

-  Habitat:   Grassland region of South Africa,    

                               KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape, Free State 

   and Mpumalanga.     

-  Diet:             Selective grazers.

All photos courtesy of the 
Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT)



Tackling the threat

Why they are South Africa’s most endangered

In an attempt to save the Oribi from extinction, a handful of dedicated 
individuals and organisations, known as the Oribi Working Group (OWG), 
work collaboratively towards conservation, research and combatting 
poaching. This includes a major drive towards working with rural 
communities.   

One of the biggest challenges faced by the OWG is that the majority of the 
Oribi population resides on privately owned land, implying that monitoring, 
managing and ultimately conserving Oribi is impossible without the 
involvement of private landowners. As a result, the OWG aims to bring private 
landowners and conservation bodies together.

The once expansive Grassland Biome has halved in size over the last few 
decades, with around 50% being irreversibly transformed as a result of 
habitat destruction. This has seen a dramatic decline in Oribi populations.
 

In addition to the transformation of typical Oribi habitat, ‘hobby hunting’ 
traditionally carried out by a single individual with a few dogs to supplement 
the food on his family’s table, has been overshadowed by ‘taxi hunting’. This 
involves gangs with up to 70 dogs, and the effect has been devastating. 
While hunting with dogs is an age-old tradition in many cultures, syndicates 
have transformed it into an illegally run ‘sport’ in which substantial amounts 
of money exchange hands, and many wild animals and livestock are 
indiscriminately killed, including the Oribi. 
Add to this, stray dogs, snaring and illegal shooting all have played a part 
in the Oribi’s deteriorating population, and as a result, the animal is now 
classified as ‘Endangered’ in South Africa.

While forestry isn’t a major contributor to grassland and wetland loss, it has 
played a role in the past. 
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GRASSLANDS: LINKING 
FORESTRY TO WETLANDS

Why is wetland conservation so 
important to the forestry industry?

This is why the forest industry is now
 committed to grassland and wetland rehabilitation.

Additional Graphics: Vectors by Vecteezy, www.vecteezy.com,
www.forestryexplained.co.za

FORESTRY

A ‘taxi hunting’ party



Forestry’s Role
NCT Forestry Co-operative Limited (NCT) has made protecting the Oribi 
its flagship conservation project and has been part of the OWG since its 
inception in 2000.

NCT recognises that timber plantations have an impact on the environment, 
and encourages its members to conduct their farming operations in a 
sustainable manner.  

“We advise our members to identify areas of conservation significance on 
their farms and to manage these habitats appropriately.  These include 

cultural/historical sites, natural forests, wetlands and refuges for rare and 
endangered species, like the Oribi.” – Anita Nicholson, NCT Forestry

A crucial step was to get NCT members involved in the annual Oribi census, as 
the members represent over 300,000 hectares of privately owned land, which 
includes vast swathes of conserved grasslands, a prime Oribi habitat. 

NCT Forestry is a marketing co-operative representing 1,800 members and 
more than 300,000 hectares or 21% of afforested land in South Africa. They 
spend 1% of pre-tax profit on corporate responsibility programmes that 
range from social investment initiatives to caring for the environment.

Introducing NCT Forestry:



The survey enables researchers to gather information on the location of key 
Oribi populations, population trends and threats. Without this information, 
we might not be aware of a population crash until it is too late.

The response by members to the call from NCT for involvement in the survey 
has been overwhelming.

 Province   Number of Surveys  Number of Oribi
 KwaZulu-Natal       103    1,583
 Eastern Cape          91    1,103
 Mpumalanga         10       320
 Free State            1            2
 Total        205    2,382
       

*Figures based on 2015 survey results

KZN might have the highest population of Oribi, but compared to the 2001 
census, the number of Oribi found in the province has halved. It is clear 
that a lot more than simply monitoring the population is required; as with 
any conservation crisis, getting the right people involved and securing the 
required funding is often a lot more challenging than simply identifying the 
need.

The Oribi survey:



NCT Forestry has made a significant difference to Oribi conservation by 
donating over half a million rand since 2002 to the OWG. This has gone on to 
fund a wide range of projects.

“NCT Forestry has provided critical funding for Oribi conservation. It has 
given us a steady research and conservation fund from which we can finance 

essential research like the monitoring surveys and critical conservation 
projects.” – Dr Ian Little, Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT)

Backing conservation:

The funding received from NCT Forestry has enabled the OWG to make the 
census an annual occurrence. This provides a much better baseline to compare 
trends, allowing a fuller picture to be formed of the population dynamics. 

The money has also helped fund anti-poaching initiatives and conservation 
projects like the relocation of Oribi from heavily poached areas, along with 
education and awareness programmes aimed at reducing the threat. 



When it comes to conservation, the reality is that the more people know 
about a species, the more likely they are to care about it and be more  
inclined to conserve it. 

This has been really evident from the feedback following educational 
workshops in which NCT Forestry staff participated. 

“We now know the reason why people are not allowed to hunt with dogs. 
There are animals protected by law and other animals that are protected 
because their numbers are so low” – Educational Workshop Participant.

The workshops, run by the EWT’s senior field officer and OWG member, 
Samson Phakathi, look at all aspects of environmental conservation, from 
the importance of grasslands to the threats posed by over-grazing and river 
management, with illegal hunting and Oribi conservation being covered in 
depth.

Perhaps one of the most exciting results of the awareness programme was 
the arrest of two hunters on the NCT Forestry Baynesfield Estate, which has 
been directly attributed to the educational workshop. 

“A few days after the workshop forestry guards came across a hunting party. 
With the help of an NCT fire crew they were able to flush the poachers out 
of the forest and apprehend two of the hunters with the help of more NCT 

workers.” – Pete Odell, NCT Forestry Baynesfield Estate Forester

Why awareness is key:



The financial and physical commitment 
to Oribi conservation that NCT Forestry 
has made over the past decade and a 
half has helped ensure the survival of 
this endangered antelope, despite the 
mounting threats faced by Oribi and 
other grassland species. 

“Without the support we receive from 
NCT Forestry Oribi conservation would 
not be where it is today.” – Dr Ian Little, 

EWT

NCT Forestry has also raised the profile 
of Oribi among its members, some of 
whom have played an equally big role 
and have been recently acknowledged 
by the EWT for their contribution to 
Oribi conservation.  

While NCT Forestry’s support and 
financial backing has ensured that 
big steps have been made in Oribi 
conservation, there are still significant 
gaps in what we know, and major 
challenges which must be addressed 
so that the future of this timid antelope 
can be assured. 

“There is no compromise when it comes 
to our fauna and flora.  If we don’t care, 
who will?  It’s the moral thing to do.” – 

Anita Nicholson, NCT Forestry

Oribi has become NCT Forestry’s 
flagship species. Their continued 
support will ensure the species has a 
brighter future.

A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE:


